
 
What’s new 
 
The Sydney Water Streamwatch Program has had some 
changes during the past year. We are now part of Sydney 
Water’s Community Education team, with five staff   
supporting the Streamwatch Program. We are now known  
as Community Education Officers.  
 
Catchment boundaries/regions have changed and 
Community Education Officers will support Streamwatch 
groups based on local government areas.  This could mean 
that your group has a new point of contact.   
 
As Community Education Officers, we are responsible for 
developing, coordinating and delivering Streamwatch and 
other education projects and programs that support the goals 
of Sydney Water and its role in protecting the environment 
and ensuring a sustainable water supply.  
 
We will be in contact in the next few weeks with more 
information.  If you have any questions please contact the 
Sydney Water Streamwatch office. 
 

Do you love your garden?  
If so, Sydney Water’s Love Your Garden Program is for you. 
 
From just $33 a qualified horticulturist will visit your home 
and evaluate your garden's precise watering needs. 
 
To get an accurate understanding of your garden, the 
horticulturist will look at things like:  
· soil type and quality  
· position of plants and trees  
· type of lawn  
· how much sunlight and shade your garden gets  
· aspect (the slope of your lawn and garden).  
 
After your appointment, you will receive a detailed report 
outlining the unique watering needs of your garden. The 
report also includes vouchers for water saving products 
and services. 
 
For more information on the Love Your Garden Program  
visit www.sydneywater.com.au or phone  
1800 354 106 between 8.30am and 5.30pm Monday to 
Friday. 
 
Find out more about the Love Your Garden Program at 
the Gardening Australia Expo (see Upcoming events on 
following page). 

QA2007 wrap up 
 
Congratulations to all 207 Streamwatch and Waterwatch 
groups that participated in this year’s Quality Assurance 
event. This year’s participation was the biggest ever. 
The results from QA2007 are used to validate the 
accuracy and reliability of Streamwatch and Waterwatch 
data. 
 
The analysis of QA2007 results assessed:  
· the performance of Streamwatch and Waterwatch 

groups’ water testing in comparison to three 
professional laboratories to determine the accuracy, 
reliability and consistency of community collected 
water quality data 

· testing techniques, equipment and/or chemical 
issues encountered during the QA2007 program. 

 
The results achieved by QA2007 groups were excellent. 
This year on average, 88 per cent of QA2007 groups 
achieved the acceptable range for the parameters 
tested. One of the biggest improvements was with 
electrical conductivity high meter. This year’s results 
were significantly higher (92 per cent) than last year (83 
per cent). This is a great achievement. 
 
The table below summarises the QA2007 results: 
 

 
More information is contained in the QA2007 report, which 
has been sent to all participating groups. It will also be 
available on the Streamwatch website. 
 

Test Group  
mean 

Lab  
mean 

Acceptable  
range 

% groups  
within 
acceptable  
range 

pH 6.83 7.56 6.5 to 8.5 88.5 
Turbidity 44.46 69.79 40 to 100 69.2 
Electrical  
conductivity 
low 

413.31 413.67 330 to 490 94.2 

Electrical  
conductivity 
high 

11.55 11.62 9.4 to 13.9 91.9 

Total  
dissolved  
solids 

248.93 250.22 160 to 341 97.5 

Available 
phosphate 

0.08 0.04 0 to 0.2 94.0 

Faecal 
coliforms 

811.81 1179.44 439 to 1920 81.5 
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Focus on Sefton High School 
 
Since the early 1990s, Sefton High School’s Streamwatch 
group has been monitoring water quality at a nearby site on 
Duck River. The students test fortnightly during their lunch 
breaks and have provided the Streamwatch program with 
high quality data. Their results have indicated that although  
in an industrial area, water at their site is of reasonable 
quality.  
 
Social Sciences teacher Carmel Manno has been an 
enthusiastic Streamwatch coordinator for the past 10 years. 
She estimates that during this time, at least 70 students have 
been exposed to in-depth, long term water quality monitoring. 
This has improved the students’ chemistry skills.  
 
Bankstown Council uses the data that Sefton High School 
collects and supports the school by helping fund the group’s 
chemical replacements. 
 

 
Members of Sefton High School’s Streamwatch group 
 

Water restrictions still in place 
 
With Sydney’s water storages hovering around 57 per cent, 
Level 3 mandatory water restrictions are still in place. The 
restrictions are:  
· hand-held hosing of lawns and gardens and drip 

irrigation is only allowed on Wednesdays and 
Sundays before 10am and after 4pm  

· no other watering systems or sprinklers are to be 
used at any time  

· a permit from Sydney Water is required to fill new or 
renovated pools larger than 10,000 litres  

· no hosing of hard surfaces, including motor vehicles, 
at any time 

· no hoses or taps to be left running unattended  
except when filling pools or containers 

· fire hoses must only be used for fire fighting  
purposes – not for cleaning.  
 

Fines of $220 apply for breaches of restrictions. Fines 
for water theft are $2,200. Businesses face a fine of 
$550 for breaches of restrictions. 
 
 

Who’s new 
 
We welcome the following groups to the Streamwatch 
Program: 
 
· Governor Philip King Public School 
· Bidjiwong Nursery Streamwatch Group 
· Tara Anglican School for Girls 
· Towradgi Creek Streamwatch Group 
· Hilton Park Landcare Group 
· Chifley College 
· McCarthy Catholic College 
· Moorebank High School 
· All Saints Catholic Senior College, Casula.�
 
 
Upcoming events 

 
18-26 August - Science Week   
Australia's 10th National Science Week with activities for 
everyone. For more information visit 
www.scienceweek.info.au  
 
24-26 August  - Gardening Australia Expo  
Sydney Showground at Sydney Olympic Park will be an 
alive, interactive experience, buzzing with atmosphere. 
Be ready to ask questions, show samples of your 
problem plants and get valuable answers from the 
experts. Don’t forget to visit the Sydney Water stand for 
more information on the Love Your Garden Program. 
For more information visit www.abc.net.au/gardening  
 
27 August - 2 September - Keep Australia Beautiful 
Week 
Want to ‘Save the World. Start at Home’?�Check your 
Ecological Footprint.  How many earths would be 
needed if everyone lived like you? For more information 
visit www.kab.org.au  
 
16 September - Sustainability Expo 
Visit the Sydney Water stall at the Kogarah, Hurstville 
and Rockdale Councils’ Sustainability Expo at Gannons 
Park, Peakhurst. The Councils have combined to create 
a day full of environmental information, activities, games 
and stalls. For more information contact the 
Streamwatch office. 
 
18 September - World Water Monitoring Day (WWMD) 
WWMD is an international outreach program that builds 
public awareness and involvement in protecting water 
resources around the world.  
 
All data collected by Streamwatch groups during 18 
September to 18 October will be collated and entered 
onto the WWMD database. There is no need to register 
your group.  Last year Australia entered the fourth 
highest number of results.  Let’s work hard over the 
month to gather Streamwatch data so that we can do 
even better this year.  For more information contact the 
Streamwatch office or visit www.wwmd.org 
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