
Streamwatch update 
 
Welcome back to Celia Busteed who recently returned 
from maternity leave. And a big thank you to Mylissa 
Kilian who looked after Celia’s groups during her 
absence.  
 
Emily Christopherson, who previously looked after 
groups in the Sydney Harbour catchment, is now the 
Community Education Officer for groups in southern 
Sydney and the Illawarra.  
 
Please contact the Sydney Water Streamwatch office if 
you have any questions about these changes. 
 

Testing the waters:  
helping to heal our catchments  
 
More than 180 northern beaches high school students 
came together over three days in August and September 
to test the waters of Manly Lagoon.  
 
‘Testing the Waters – Helping to heal our catchments’ 
was a joint event run by Manly and Warringah councils 
and supported by Community Education Officer, Chris 
Gow. The event provided a great opportunity for 
students to get out of the classroom and learn more 
about their local catchments and coastal lagoons. 
 
Students performed Streamwatch tests, examined water 
bugs and took part in guided walks at Manly Dam. 
These activities helped students to develop a broad 
understanding of their catchment and determine the 
causes and effects of water pollution. 
 
Following the field days, and with deeper understanding 
of local catchment issues, the students gathered for a 
youth forum at Freshwater Surf Lifesaving Club. They 
presented findings to their peers of their water testing 
results and field observations, and discussed ways that 
the community could care for their catchments. 
 
Manly Selective High School and Balgowlah Boys High 
School took out the honours for their presentations, 
winning themselves a swag of movie tickets in the 
process! 
 
The Manly students were later asked to perform their  
winning duet at the Water Project symposium held at 
Parramatta on 2 November 2007 (see article on next page). 

 

Era Lagoon tried and true 
 
On 11 October 2007, the small cabins community of Era 
in the Royal National Park held an environment day at 
Era Lagoon to test water quality and learn about impacts 
on their local environment. The event was organised by 
local Landcare volunteers and Community Education 
Officer, Mylissa Kilian. 
 
Era Lagoon is one of many sites in the Royal National 
Park that Streamwatch volunteers regularly monitor. The 
lagoon is situated at the base of the cabins community 
and collects water from the surrounding catchment.  
 
Children and adults in 
the community learnt  
how to test water quality  
at four different sites 
during the day. They were 
taught how to recognise 
possible sources of water 
pollution. Results from the 
day showed that Era 
Lagoon is healthy with 
high levels of dissolved 
oxygen necessary to 
sustain aquatic life. 
 
The data collected was 
added to Streamwatch’s 
submission to the 
World Water Monitoring  
Day campaign. All data collected by Streamwatch 
groups between 18 September and 18 October 2007 
and entered on the Streamwatch website are added to 
an international database that raises global awareness 
of the importance of water quality. 
 

 
 

Thank you for your ongoing 
effort in 2007. We look forward 
to Streamwatching with you in 
2008! 
 
 
 

Summer 2007 

   Era Lagoon – clean and healthy. 



Rewarding your hard work! 
 
This year Sydney Water is recognising outstanding 
Streamwatch participants – those who have monitored 
their waterway continually and gone above and beyond 
to do great things for their local environment.  
 
We are not having a formal awards ceremony. However, 
you will be notified within the next few weeks if you are 
receiving an award. A full list of winners will be shared in 
the next issue of the newsletter. 
 
We value the work of all Streamwatch participants and 
thank you for making Streamwatch such a great 
program. 
 

The Water Project:  
kids caring for their future  
 
On 2 November 2007, more than 600 students from 20 
schools in the Sydney region converged on the 
Riverside Theatres in Parramatta for Parramatta 
Council’s Water Project: the River Cities Symposium.  
 
Sponsored by Sydney Water, the symposium was  
hosted by the fast-talking, sensational duo, the Sleek 
Geeks, Adam Spencer and Dr Karl Kruszelnicki. 
 
The Water Project aimed to raise awareness of water 
issues among Sydney’s youth and encourage 
participation and development of solutions for protecting 
our waterways for the future. The students heard from 
local experts from Oz Green’s Youth Program, Sydney 
Harbour and Georges River Riverkeeper Program, and 
Parramatta’s Riverside Bushcare Community on water 
issues facing us now and in the future. A number of 
schools showcased their water education projects and 
encouraged other schools to initiate their own programs. 
 
Myly Truong and Mylissa Kilian from Sydney Water’s 
Community Education team presented an interactive 
‘Story of the Parramatta River’ with the help of students 
from St Bernadette’s Primary School, Dundas. The story 
showcased the impacts of urbanisation on the 
Parramatta River catchment and the cumulative impact 
of individual polluting actions. 
 

 
 
Mylissa Kilian and Myly Truong from Sydney Water’s Community 
Education team with Dr. Karl at the Water Project symposium. 
 
 

Who’s new? 
 
We welcome the following groups to the Streamwatch 
Program: 
 
· Northmead High School 
· Epping Heights Public School 
· James Ruse Agricultural High School 
· James Meehan High School 
· Redbank Landcare Group 
· Cerdon College 
· Cooks River Valley Association. 
 
 

Upcoming events 
 

11-13 January – OzGREEN's Youth LEAD Program  
Youth LEAD is an innovative environmental, social 
action and leadership training program, providing young 
people with the skills, motivation and opportunities to 
lead the way to a sustainable and meaningful future. 
Youth LEAD is building a national network of young 
leaders who are working in their local community and 
beyond to build a life-sustaining society. For more 
information, please visit www.ozgreen.org.au  
 
 
2 February – World Wetlands Day 
Government and non-government organisations and 
community groups celebrate World Wetlands Day by 
undertaking activities to raise public awareness about 
wetland values and promote the conservation. Activities 
include seminars, nature walks and festivals. Check out 
events in your local area closer to the date by visiting 
www.environment.gov.au  
 

 
Did you know? 
 
The Christmas holiday period is taxing on our 
environment. Millions of litres of water is used and many 
tonnes of greenhouse gases are produced to make 
products and food and beverages that are consumed 
during the holiday period. 
 
If you plan to give gifts this year, why not choose an 
environmentally friendly product made out of recycled 
materials, or give vouchers for services which have a 
reduced impact on our earth. 
 
See the following websites for some great ideas: 
www.environmentshop.com.au 
www.oxfamunwrapped.com.au 
www.surprise.com  
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