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Quality Assurance 2008

This years

Quality
Assurance (QA)

S e event will be
i 1 August 2008 .
- Streamwatch

groups will be invited to put their water
monitoring skills to the test by analysing
mystery water samples. The QA event is a
great opportunity to discover how
Streamwatch results compare to other groups
as well as to accredited professional water
testing laboratories.

Quality assurance aims to give credibility to
Streamwatch data. This means environmental
managers at Sydney Water, local councils
and other stakeholders can be confident in
the accuracy and reliability of our data.

For more information about the event contact
your Community Education Officer.

Free education resources

Sydney Water offers a range of resources to
help students of all ages value water as a
precious resource and

understand how

Sydney Water

manages water supply

and demand. For

access to the education

resources visit the

schools section of www.sydneywater.com.au

New Streamwatch groups

Model Farms High School

Macdonald Valley Association

Little Wheeny Creek Streamwatch Group
Lily Pond Community Group

Winter 2008

Cooks River Valley Association

The Cooks River Valley Association (CRVA)
is made up of local residents committed to
rehabilitating the Cooks River and promoting
community spirit.

The group’s objectives include improving the
health of the Cooks River, including its water
quality, riverbed condition and flora and
fauna. The group aims to increase community
activities in the Cooks River Valley and
improve community relationships.

Members take part in a variety of volunteer
activities including Mudcrabs - a monthly
foreshore cleanup and restoration program,
RiverLife, guided tours of the Cooks River,
Friends of Ewen Park and Streamwatch.

The group monitors six sites along the Cooks
River.

For more information, or to become involved,
visit www.crva.org.au

National Solar Schools Program

The National Solar Schools Program (NSSP)
will help Australian schools take practical
action over the next eight years to tackle
climate change.

The NSSP replaces the Australian
Government’'s Green Vouchers and will be
open for applications in July 2008. Each
school can spend up to $20,000 on solar
panels. To sign up for the program go to
Www.environment.gov.au

Interesting websites

www.waterontheweb.org

www.csiro.au/services/pszf.html. Find out
about the Fantastic Freshwater student show
for year 3 to 6.




Warringah Council’s World
Environment Day Youth Expo

Warringah Council’'s World Environment Day
Youth Expo was a massive success,
attracting over 1,500 school students from
primary schools across the Warringah Council
area.

‘Warringah Council has been running a highly
successful World Environment Day Expo for
primary school students in years 5 and 6 for
the past five years.” Warringah Council
Administrator Dick Persson said.

The two-day event boasts numerous
interactive displays, providing students with
an opportunity to think, discuss and learn
more about the local environment and
investigate their contribution to its future
protection.

Environmental experts and key organisations
from around Sydney were at hand to inspire
and fuel curious minds. Sydney Water
Streamwatch hosted a display that involved
students in a range of water quality tests
including classifying water bugs to determine
creek health.

Students sorting water bugs to determine creek health.

SW526 06/08

Blacktown City Council
Environment Expo

On 31 May, Blacktown City Council hosted an
environment expo providing an opportunity for
local residents to learn more about
sustainability and reducing their impact on the
environment.

Information stalls and displays covered a
range of topics including water conservation,
energy savings, waste reduction and
recycling. The Streamwatch stall was part of
the ‘Sustainability Stomp’ activity, designed
to inspire kids and get them asking questions
about their impact on the environment.

Bugs in resin at the Streamwatch display.

Upcoming events

25 July Schools National Tree Day
www.treeday.planetark.com. Visit the teacher
resources section for great teaching ideas.

27 July National Tree Day - Australia’s
biggest community tree planting event. Since
National Tree Day started in 1996 more than
1.5 million volunteers have planted over 11.5
million native trees and shrubs. For more
information visit www.treeday.planetark.com

16-24 August National Science Week. This
year’s theme is ‘Planet Earth — Planet of
Change’. For more information visit
www.scienceweek.info.au
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