
 
www.streamwatch.org.au 

  
Streamwatch Newsletter 
 Autumn 2008 

 

News 
Welcome to the new look Streamwatch 
newsletter. You will notice a new 
Streamwatch look that was designed to 
represent a water ripple and the radiating 
effect that Streamwatch groups have on their 
environment. This new look will be on all 
Streamwatch equipment and resources in the 
future. We hope you like it!  
 

A warm welcome to Claire Evans who is the 
new Community Education Officer for south 
western Sydney and the Blue Mountains. We 
farewell Helena Amaro who was previously in 
this role. Helena has taken up another role in 
Sydney Water and we wish her all the best. 
 

Streamlining support  
Sydney Water’s Community Education 
Officers now have a broader role and look 
after a wider range of programs including 
Streamwatch and Every Drop Counts in 
Schools. Streamwatch groups now have 
access to a wider range of resources and 
information. 
  
We are also developing new group structures 
and training regimes for Streamwatch groups. 
This is being done to provide more consistent 
and equitable support across the network and 
to recognise the broader responsibilities of 
Community Education officers. The new 
training format will provide improved quality 
assurance of Streamwatch data. More 
information will be available soon.  
 

Web upgrade 
The Streamwatch website is being upgraded 
to provide a more stable and user-friendly 
system. The new look will be incorporated.  
 

The upgrade should be completed by  
mid 2008. We will provide more information 
on the changes to the website soon. 

Available now!  
Online resources for HSC 
Biology and Chemistry 
 

Interactive web based teaching and learning 
resources are now available thanks to the 
Sydney Catchment Authority (SCA). These 
resources focus on the science used to 
manage Sydney's water supply. 
 

Use these resources to find out about: 
· water quality monitoring  
· water quality treatment  
· Sydney's drinking water catchments  
· water scientists at work  
· water quality chemistry investigations: 

turbidity, dissolved oxygen, phosphates, 
electrical conductivity and pH  

· water contaminates and pathogens  
· water quality and public health.  
 

The resources feature photographs and 
videos of scientists working in the field, a 
virtual dissolved oxygen experiment, and 
quizzes and research projects to test 
student understanding. 
 

For more information go to the Education 
and Action section of the SCA website 
www.sca.nsw.gov.au. 
 

Upcoming events  

29 March - Earth Hour 
See your world in a whole new light! 
At 8 pm, switch off all your lights and non-
essential appliances for one hour only and 
help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Visit www.earthhour.org to find out other 
ways you can get involved. 
 

5 - 13 April  - Youth Week 
‘Shout, share, live, unite’ with others aged 
12 - 25 years. Find out about the range of 
activities and events happening near you by 
visiting www.youthweek.com.   
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2008 –Year of the frog 
Article courtesy of www.amphibianark.org  
 
 
 
 
 
Frogs and other amphibians are dying. After 
thriving for over 360 million years, one-third to 
one-half of the world’s 6,000 known 
amphibian species could become extinct in 
our lifetime. This would be the single greatest 
mass extinction since the disappearance of 
the dinosaurs.  
 
The urgent danger is chytrid fungus, but other 
causes include habitat loss, pollution and 
pesticides, and climate change.  
 
Amphibians have long been referred to as the 
‘canaries in the coal mine’. They are among 
the first species to be affected by 
environmental stresses. When they show 
decline in the wild, it serves as a warning to 
other species, including humans. 
 

Amphibians are a critical part of a healthy, 
natural world. In addition to their intrinsic 
value as a beautiful part of nature, they offer 
many benefits to us. They play an important 
role in the food web as both predator and 
prey, maintaining the delicate balance of 
nature. They eat pest insects, benefiting 
successful agriculture around the world and 
minimising the spread of diseases, including 
malaria. The skin of amphibians contains 
substances that offer possible medical cures 
for a variety of human diseases. 
 

Amphibians are at risk due to human activities 
and it’s up to humankind to save them. If we 
do nothing, they will disappear forever. We 
must act now. Zoos, aquariums, and 
conservation organisations around the world 
have designated 2008 as The Year of the frog 
to raise awareness of the issue. 
  
 
 
 

Business in action at Tom 
Thumb Lagoon  
By Jen Byrne, Conservation Volunteers 
Australia and Tom Thumb Lagoon 
Streamwatch group  
 

Tom Thumb Lagoon Wetland in Wollongong 
got an overhaul in February as a part of 
Business Clean Up Australia Day. 
Volunteers from Conservation Volunteers 
Australia and staff from Sydney Water, 
BlueScope Steel, Port Kembla Port 
Corporation, Port Kembla Coal Terminal, 
Wollongong City Council and Conservation 
Volunteers Australia participated in the 
clean up.  
 
Tom Thumb Lagoon Wetland was one of 
the most polluted sites of Clean Up 
Australia Day this year. Of the 200 
kilograms of rubbish collected, 60 per cent 
was recyclable, including drink cans and 
bottles. These findings have been similar 
since Clean Up Australia Day began at Tom 
Thumb Lagoon Wetland in 1993.  
 
The rubbish enters the wetland from 
stormwater drains and waterways within the 
catchment and if it is not picked up, it 
pollutes Port Kembla Harbour and harms 
native water birds, fish, turtles and 
crustaceans.  
 
It was inspiring to see residents, 
corporations, council and industry come 
together to lend a hand. It demonstrates 
that improving water quality is important to 
people in Wollongong. 
 

Volunteers helping to clean up Tom Thumb Lagoon Wetland.  


