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Biodiversity month 
September is Biodiversity month. This 
month highlights the importance of 
protecting, conserving and improving 
biodiversity in local environments.  
 
Biodiversity is the abundance of different 
plant and animal species found in a habitat. 
It is often used to measure the health of 
biological systems.  
 
Australia is home to about  650,000 species 
of native animals and plants. Many do not 
exist anywhere else in the world. All 
Australians must work together to improve 
our current biodiversity levels. 
 

 
(photo courtesy of: kk.org/ct2/new-media/ ) 
 

What can you do to protect biodiversity? 
· Create a natural habitat in your 

backyard by growing native plants. 
This creates a sanctuary for local 
birds and wildlife. 

· Remove weeds. To find out what a 
weed is visit www.weeds.org.au 

· Reduce, reuse and recycle. To learn 
more about what you can recycle 
visit www.recyclenearyou.com.au 

· Start your own compost bin and worm 
farm, reducing the need for fertilisers 

· Reduce your carbon footprint. To find 
out how, visit 
http://www.actionforclimatechange.org.a
u/reduce-your-carbon-emissions.html 

 
 

World Water Monitoring Day 2008 

 

World Water Monitoring Day is an international 
education and outreach program. It builds 
public awareness and gets people involved in 
protecting water resources around the world by 
encouraging them to monitor their local water 
ways.  

From 18 September to 18 October, visit your 
testing site(s) as often as possible and perform 
your Streamwatch tests.  It’s important that you 
load your data onto the Streamwatch website  
www.streamwatch.org.au so it can be easily 
included in the World Water Monitoring Day 
final report. To know more, visit www.wwmd.org 
 
Don’t miss your chance to participate in this 
global water event!  
 
Website update 
Thank you for your continued patience as we 
work to fix issues with the new Streamwatch 
website. We value your feedback. Remember 
to ‘review and submit ’ your data once you 
have entered it. 
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Quality Assurance 2008 
Well done to all 450 Streamwatch 
volunteers who participated in this year’s 
Quality Assurance event in August. The 
results from QA2008 are used to confirm 
the accuracy and reliability of Streamwatch 
data. 
 

 
 
QA2008 results are used to assess:  
· the performance of Streamwatch and 

Waterwatch groups’ water test results 
compared to three professional 
laboratories. This determines the 
accuracy, reliability and consistency of 
community collected water quality data 

 
· testing techniques, equipment and/or 

chemical issues found during the 
QA2007 program. 

 
This year the biggest improvement was in 
the turbidity and electrical conductivity tests.  
 
Stayed tuned for the full QA2008 report, 
available on the Streamwatch website 
and via email shortly. 
 
New Streamwatch groups 
· Colo Valley Streamwatch group 
· Dooral Creek Streamwatch group 
 
 

New Streamwatch faecal  
coliform method 
We are looking for interested groups to trial and 
provide feedback on the new faecal coliform 
method.  
 
If successful, the new method will be available 
in 2009. Please contact your regional 
Streamwatch coordinator if your group is 
interested in participating. 
 
Upcoming events  

18 September  World Water Monitoring Day 
19-25 October National Water Week  
 
National Water Week is coming  

 

To celebrate National Water Week,  
19 – 25 October 2008, Sydney Water is offering 
resources to public libraries on water efficiency. 
This will help them set up a display or run 
activities. Be sure to visit your library to see 
what you can do or to see what’s happening in 
your area. 
 
Visit Sydney Water’s website for free education 
resources at 
www.sydneywater.com.au/EnsuringTheFuture/
WaterSchool/ 
 
Visit www.nationalwaterweek.org.au to receive 
a National Water Week schools kit, view other 
educational resources and activities, and play 
online games. 


