
Gambusia – The Plague Minnow 
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Identifying Gambusia 
 
Description: Gambusia is a small stout fish with green/olive colouration becoming grey with a bluish sheen 
on the sides and silver on the belly.  

 
Identifying features:   
1. The females are larger than the males, with females growing up to 6 cm long and male

long. They have a deep rounded belly and flattened upper surface, especially the head.
2. They have an upturned mouth and big eyes. 
3. Females have a distinguishing black marking on their bellies, which gets larger when p
4. Males are more flat with a longer an al fin, which is used as its breeding tool. 
5. Gambusia have one small dorsal fin.  
6. The dorsal fin is behind the an al fin.  
7. They school in large number on the surface of water, all swimming in different directio

in large numbers. 
 
Other native fish that can be confused with Gambusia: 
• Pacific blue eyes (Pseudomugil signifer)  
• Gudgeons, including the Firetail gudgeon (Hypseleotris 

galiici), Dwarf Flathead gudgeon (Philypnodon sp.) and 
the Southern purple spotted gudgeon (Mogurnda adspera)  

• Australian Smelt (Retropinna semoni) 

If you are unsure of the identity of a fish, please return it to the water. 
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